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Introduction  

 
The church of St James the Great, probably dating from the 12th century, but rebuilt and enlarged in the 19th, was 

the original parish church of Friern Barnet.  It stands in the parish churchyard in Friern Barnet Lane.  As the 

population grew in the 19th and 20th centuries, new parishes were created: All Saintsô from the northern portion of 

the parish, St Peter-le-Poer to the south.  The church of St John the Evangelist in Friern Barnet Road, completed in 

1910, was built as a chapel-of-ease to St Jamesôs, to serve what had become the main centre of population of the 

parish, near the Colney Hatch Asylum (later Friern Hospital) and the railway station.  To make full use of the two 

church buildings, since 2009 St Jamesôs Church has become the place of worship for the Greek Orthodox 

Community of St Katherine, with Church of England services taking place in St Johnôs.  In 2011 St Johnôs was re-

designated as the parish church. 

 

The Parish First World War memorial, situated in the churchyard, commemorates the eighty-five men and two 

women, who had lived in the parish or worshipped here, who died as a result of war service.  Those of the Friern 

Barnet daughter parishes of All Saints and St Peter-le Poer are not (in general) included, as each has its own war 

memorial.  There are also other memorials to individuals within the churches, two in St Jamesôs and one in St 

Johnôs. 

 

Within the churchyard there are a number of First World War graves: ten Commonwealth War Grave Commission 

graves and four other graves where a war casualty is buried.  There are, too, family graves where a war casualty, 

although buried elsewhere, is commemorated in the inscription. 

 

In 1917 a Roll of Honour board was erected outside St Johnôs Church to contain the name of any Friern Barnet 

resident serving with the forces  By the end of 1917 it had on it two hundred and seventy-one names. 

 

In the following pages, the names and inscriptions on the memorials and graves are given, and a list of the names 

included on the Roll of Honour.  There is also a section giving brief biographies of those who died. 

The sources for the information given include: 

The Commonwealth War Commission website; 

Ancestry website: 

Census returns, 

Birth, marriage and death indices, 

Probate records, 

Military records 

(where available ï most were destroyed in an air raid in the Second War), 

Medal rolls, 

London County Council records (staff of Colney Hatch Asylum); 

 David Berguer, All Over by Christmas: 

  Names on the All Saintsô, St Peter-le-Poer and St Paulôs, New Southgate memorials; 

London Metropolitan Archives: 

Parish baptism, marriage and burial registers, 

Parish magazines. 

In a few cases of names on the War Memorial, I have not been able to identify the person named.  Either, the name 

is not listed by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission and I cannot find it through any other source, or the 

same name occurs many times and I have not been able to determine which has a connection with Friern Barnet. 

 

Each year, on November 11th, a service is held around the war memorial in the churchyard, with the two minute 

silence observed at 11am. 

 

John Philpott 

July 2014 

 

This booklet was revised with some additional information October 1916. 
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The First World War Memorial  
 

This is in the churchyard of St James the Great in Friern Barnet Lane.  It has the form of a churchyard cross, the 

work of Martin Travers of Fulham.  Names were invited of all soldiers, sailors, airmen or nurses who died on 

active service, and who were living at the time of their enlistment in the Ecclesiastical Parish of St James and St 

John, Friern Barnet, or who were habitual worshippers at either of these churches.  It was not restricted to Church 

members.  The memorial was dedicated in 1921 by the Rector of Friern Barnet, the Revd Edward Gage Hall. 

 

It bears this inscription: 

1914-1919 

Brothers who died for our homes and country, 

we salute you, and commend you to the 

Redeemerôs keeping. 

Eighty-seven names follow, and, beneath them, the quotation: 

ñWhose glory was redressing human wrongò 

 

The inscription is now almost completely illegible; the following list is reproduced from a report of the dedication 

in the Barnet Press of the 4th June 1921. 

  

Henry E Baggs 

George Baker 

Thomas Beavis 

Leo Bell 

Frank Bigwood 

W H P Bennett 

Percy D Bennett 

P Douglas Briggs 

Herbert H Broadhouse 

Frank W Buttifant 

Travis P Bussell 

Arthur Clark 

Ronald E Collins 

Arthur J H Cornell 

James M Cottam 

George O Cox 

Thomas Cox 

Wilfred H G Cox 

Alfred W Coleman, 

Edgar Curry 

Arthur J Crumpler 

Alfred Davies 

Ivor T Davies 

Reginald Dee 

Charles A Dickens 

Stanley J Fone 

Thomas W Farrow 

Harold M Foreman 

Monica M Ferguson 

Herbert T Field 

Alexander G Green 

William F Guy 

Bernard Hardie 

Ronald Harrison 

E Frank Harding 

William R Henderson 

Charlotte E Henry 

William Howitt 

R T G Haselwood 

Jack H Hunt 

Harry W Hunt 

Ernest E Hughes 

Lawrence H Hewlett 

Sidney Hucklesby 

Henry J Hucklesby 

M M Humphreys 

Horace C Irwin 

Neville E Keen 

George H Kiteley 

Ronald H List 

John Lamont 

James Mackie 

William T Manns 

Joseph Mildern 

Atholl Mildern 

James A Mecoy 

Alexander B Kynoch 

William Paul 

Edward C Philpot 

John Presser 

Alfred L Price 

Walter H Price 

John Reynolds 

Percy G Rawlings 

Robert T Pitt 

Alfred E Ridley 

William P Rumbold, 

Leonard A Sexton 

Arthur E Sims 

Frank T Sherrington 

Ralph H Sherrington 

Clifford H Sinclair 

Ernest G Standley 

George N Thorpe 

John Tingley 

Philip R Toms, 

Cecil W Toms 

Sydney R Turner 

Harold E Turner 

Ernest E Usher 

Hector W Vears 

Ernest E Vears 

Cecil H Wright-Ingle 

William E Wilkinson 

Oliver C Wall 

Albert M Wilmott 

William Wright 
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Memorials in St Jamesôs Church 
 
Ivor Theophilus Davies 

In loving memory of Ivor Theophilus Davies, 2nd Lieutenant Oxfordshire & 

Buckinghamshire Lt Infy who was killed leading a column in an attack on a 

German redoubt near Hooge in Flanders, June 22nd 1915, aged 20 

(The plaque is below a window in memory of his mother, Kate Davies, who 

died 16th January 1914.) 

 

 

James Melville Cottam 

In loving memory of James Melville Cottam SQMS 1st 

Canadian Contingent, enlisted 12th Aug 1914 died on 

active service 18th March 1916 age 26.  This memorial 

was placed here by officers NCOs and men of his unit 

as a lasting token of their sympathy and regret 

(The plaque is below a window in memory of his 

father, Henry Cottam, who died 18th February 1911,  

and of James.) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Memorial in St Johnôs Church 
 
Cecil Hubert Wright -Ingle 

The window in the south wall of the south west transept (above the 

crèche) is in memory of Cecil Wright-Ingle. 

The window, by the firm of Clayton and Bell, depicts St Johnôs vision on 

the isle of Patmos, and includes the arms of the family, his school 

(Malvern) and Pembroke College Cambridge. 

A plaque below (within the crèche) reads: 

To the Glory of God and in loving memory of Cecil Hubert Wright-Ingle 

2nd Lieut 19th Batt Royal Fusiliers (2nd Batt Public Schools) MA Barrister 

formerly of Woodhouse North Finchley  Born 2nd Aug 1883  Killed in 

action in France 30th April 1916 and buried in La Plus Douce Farm 

Cemetery Wulverghem. this window  is erected by his father and mother.  

Greater love hath no man than this that a man lay down his life for his 

friends. 
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First World War Graves in Friern Barnet Churchyard  
 

The references in brackets are to the locations of the graves as given in the survey St James the Great, Friern 

Barnet: Monumental Inscriptions, North Middlesex Family History Society, 1989. 

 

With Commonwealth War Grave Commission gravestones 

 

HARRY BROWN (H6/11)   LIONEL BERTRAM CHAMP (H11/9) 

 

 

2417 Pte H Brown, 

P.W.O Civil Service Rifles, 

24th February 1915 age 21 

 

 

 

WR/601839 Sapper L.B.Champ, 

Royal Engineers, 

8th March 1919 age 33, 

Into Thy hands O Lord I come 

 

 

ALFRED W COLEMAN (H7/3)    G A COOPER (H10/8) 

 

 

G/12016 Private 

A.W.Coleman, 

E. Kent Regt (The Buffs), 

11th September 1916 age 29 

 

 

299050 Gunner G.A.Cooper, Royal 

Field Artillery, 

27th August 1919 

 

 

P E HODGSON (H8/10)    WILLIAM T MANNS (H2/2)  

 

 

78918 Gunner P.E.Hodgson, 

Royal Field Artillery, 

21st August 1918 age 40 

 

 

 

9974 Private W.T.Manns, 

Hertfordshire Regt, 24th November 

1918 age 32 

 

 

ALFRED LEONARD PRICE (F76)  ERNEST E USHER (H12/12)* 

 

 

2635 Sapper A.L.Price Royal 

Engineers 21st March 1916 

age 27. 

 

 

 

45329 Serjeant E.E.Usher MM, 

Royal Horse Artillery, 28th May 1919 

age 36 
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FRANK THEODORE SHERRINGTON (J3)  RALPH HUGHES SHERRINGTON (J3) 

 

 

29776 Private F.T.Sherrington, 

Bedfordshire Regt,  

5th July 1918 age 34 

 

 

 

 

06515 Private R.Sherrington,  

Royal Army Ordnance Corps,  

5th May 1916 age 26 

 

 

 

With family gravestones 

 

JAMES MELVILLE COTTAM (H4/18) 

 

In loving memory of Henry Philip Cottam born July 13 1846 died Feb 14 1911. 

Jesus said ñHe that heareth my word and believeth on him who sent me hath everlasting 

life.ò 

also of Bertha Annie his wife born 24th February 1860 died 31st December 1921 

ñMy peace I give you.ò 

In ever loving memory of James Melville Cottam fourth son of Henry Philip Cottam born 

July 13th 1890 died March 18th 1916 

 

 

 

REGINALD DEE (H4/22) 

In ever tender memory of Reginald Dee 

Whom God called away from the many who loved him 25th February 1918 aged 29 

 

Also buried in the grave: 

Will iam Dee, died 21st June 1936, aged 76 

Isabel Dee, died 6th December 1948, aged 86 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PERCY LLEWELLYN EVANS (H7/6) 

 

In loving memory of Percy Llewellyn Evans (Serjeant 14th Middlesex Regt) the 

beloved husband of Evelyn May Evans, late of the Crescent, Friern Barnet, 

 who was called to higher rest Feb 12th 1917 age 30 years.  

ñBecause I live, ye shall live also.ò 

 

 

 

 

MONICA FERGUSON (H9/6) 

 

In memory of Monica beloved eldest daughter of Bruce and Florence Ferguson,  

who died at the Military Hospital Colchester Nov 21 1918 aged 24 years, 

also of Robert Bruce Ferguson, father of the above, 

who died June 11th 1924 aged 61 years.  

To live in the hearts of those we love is not to die. 
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Other graves with inscriptions in memory of war dead 

 
RONALD BLAKE (H14/3) 

In loving memory of Mabel, wife of Andrew Jamieson Blake, who died 9th August 1922, 

also of their son Ronald, who was missing near Ypres 24th Oct 1917 

also of Andrew Jamieson Blake who died 30th December 1946 

 

WALTER COLTMAN (E10) 

In loving memory of Annie Sylvia Coltman, who died April 2nd 1937 in her 70th year, 

also her son Walter Joseph Coltman, who died of wounds received on the battlefield 2nd June 1917 in his 22nd year 

and is interred at Achiet le Grand, France. 

 

GEORGE COX (H11/6) 

In loving memory of Francis A Cox born 24th June 1862 died 25th May 1920 founder of the National Equine 

Defence League to which he ungrudgingly devoted his time and gifts 

also of George Cox son of the above killed in action 13th November 1916 aged 25 years 

also of Augusta Elizabeth wife of the above F A Cox born October 20th 1861 died August 5th 1927 

 

STANLEY SEARLE CRISP (H1/18) 

My dearly loved husband Fred Crisp JP DL who departed this life November 9th 1905 in his 57th year, ñPeace 

perfect peaceò, 

also Stanley Searle, 3rd son of the above,  Major Royal Field Artillery, killed in action December 6th 1917 aged 31 

years, buried in British Military Cemetery Istrana Italy, ñDulce et decorum est pro patria moriò, 

also Elizabeth, wife of the above Fred Crisp, passed on March 23rd 1939 in her 90th year, ñGod moves in a 

mysterious way.ò 

 

EDGAR CURRY (H1/14) 

Sacred to the memory of William Curry who passed away August 7th 1905 in the 62nd year of his age, ñGone but 

not forgottenò, 

also Edgar, son of the above, aged 22 years, killed in action in Flanders June 15th 1915 whilst endeavouring to save 

the life of another, 

also of Emma, the devoted wife of William Curry, who died 27th March 1936 aged 78 years, at peace. 

 

IVOR THEOPHILUS DAVIES (H8/19) 

In loving memory of Kate Gardner Davies, beloved wife of Thomas A Davies, who died January 16th 1914 aged 

57, also in loving memory of Thomas Alexander Davies, who died Jan 22nd 1924 aged 70 years, 

also in loving memory of Ivor T Davies, 2nd Lieut Oxon and Bucks Lt Infantry, killed and buried near Hooge, 

Ypres, June 22nd 1915 aged 20, 

also in memory of Minnie Gardner Davies, youngest daughter of Thomas and Kate Davies who died in 

Switzerland on Oct 22 1944. 

 

HAROLD MASSEY FOREMAN (H1/2) 

In loving memory of George Foreman who entered into rest Sept 3rd 1906 aged 49, 

Harold Massey, died at Basra Mespot, July 4th 1917 aged 28, 

George, died at Brooklyn Dec 1918 aged 38. 

 

OWEN GODDARD (H11/1) 

Sacred to the memory of John Goddard who died March 24th 1913 aged 78, 

also of Henrietta his wife who died November 8th 1924 aged 71 

and of Owen Goddard RE son of above killed in France March 20th 1917 aged 34. 

 

LESLIE KINGHAM (H1/4) 

In ever loving memory of Emily beloved wife of Fredk Kingham who fell asleep March 8th 1913 aged 50. 

In ever loving memory of Leslie their son killed in action Sept 25th 1916 aged 20. 
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WILLIAM HENRY LIDDON PARRY (H13/7) 

The grave is recorded in Monumental Inscriptions, North Middlesex Family History Society, 1989, but I could not 

find it (2014).  Monumental Inscriptions gives this information on the inscription: 

Parry, Gladys Elaine, 18/7/1897, 10 months 

Parry, Arthur & Margaret 

Parry, Enid Owenhyvar, 29/2/1944, 49 

Parry, Launcelot, Chaplain, 7/8/1921, 58 [This should be Arthur Launcelot Parry] 

Parry, William Hy. Liddon, 29/11/1916, 26, 1st W. War 

 

ALFRED LEONARD PRICE (H3/13)  (His grave is also in the churchyard.) 

In loving memory of Alfred William Price died February 26th 1909 aged 57 years, 

also Jane ... died March 8th 1926 aged 76, 

also Alfred Leonard, son, sapper RE, died on active service March  21st 1916 aged 27. 

 

WILLIAM HENRY ROWLATT (B20) 

In memory of Henry William Napier Rowlatt, son of Rev John H Rowlatt MA, who died on 24th December 1882 

... Susan Martha Rowlatt his wife, who died on 8th December 1923 

William Henry Rowlatt, their elder son, who was missing at he Battle of Commecourt 1st July 1916 

Florence Rowlatt their second daughter who died on 16th December 1924. 

 

LEONARD ALFRED SEXTON (G1) 

... mother Mary Jane Sexton ... September 11th 1918 aged 55 

and our dear father Alfred Sexton passed to rest November 28th 1943 aged 79, 

also Leonard Alfred Sexton killed ... Oct 7th 1916 aged 21 years 

and Hilda May Sexton called home June 1st 1894 aged 5 months. Reunited. 

 

JOHN ERIC SIMPSON and WILLIAM LEONARD SIMPSON (H4/8) 

In memoriam Wm Crispin Simpson died Feb 13 1912 aged 63, also of his son Arthur died July 25 1915 aged 34. 

... sons of the above Wm Crispin Simpson who were killed in France 

Leonard March 31st 1918 aged 37, Eric July 7th 1918 aged 20. 

 

JAMES SPEEDY (C36) 

In loving memory of Mary Speedy who passed away on Feb 28th 1925 aged 81 years 

and of her husband Frederick Speedy who died Nov 11th 1920 aged 77 years. 

Both passed away at their residence Tulse Hill, London. 

Also of their children 

Henry Frederick born April 26th 1875 died Decr 16th 1876 ñSafe in the arms of Jesusò 

Jean Daisy died Sepr 30th 1880 aged 8 weeks 

and James of Queenôs Westminsters killed in action in France Octr 7th 1916 aged 38 years. 

 

HAROLD FRANK TURNER and SIDNEY ROBERT TURNER (H4/21) 

In loving memory of the dearly loved husband and sons of Florence Elizabeth Turner 

William Henry Child who died April 1st 1903 aged 51 years 

William Edward eldest son who died Dec 19th 1910 aged 25 years. 

On active service in France, Sidney Robert second son who was killed in action April 22nd 1917 aged 25, 

Harold Frank third son who died of wounds May 26th 1917 aged 23 

 

JACK WATTS (H10/5) 

In loving memory of William Watts died February 24th 1920 aged 75 years 

also of Betsy wife of William Watts fell asleep January 11th 1932 in her 89th year. 

In proud memory of Jack Watts killed in action, France, September 1916, aged 33 years. 

 

HAROLD JUSTUS WILLIAMS (H8/12) 

In ever loving memory of our much loved and most devoted youngest daughter Constance Evangeline Williams of 

Oakleigh Park who entered into life June 30th 1918, also the beloved father Justus Liebig Williams who died 

December 15th 1923 aged 72. 

Annie, widow of J L Williams, died February 1st 1937, loved wife and mother, 

also of our dear and only son Harold Justus, Lieut RFA July 9th 1916. 
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Brief biographies of those commemorated 

 
(W=parish war memorial, M= memorial in church, G=grave in churchyard, I=inscription on family grave) 

 

Henry Ernest Baggs (W) 

2nd Lieutenant, 43rd Battalion, Machine Gun Corps, died of wounds as a prisoner of war, 29th June 1918, aged 36, 

at Cassel, Germany. Buried in Niederzwehren Cemetery, Germany, 

son of Charles, a solicitorôs managing clerk, and Louisa Baggs, of Clovelly, 137 Friern Barnet Road. 

Henry was born in 1882 in Islington and baptised at St Anneôs, Islington.  He was the fourth of six children, four 

boys and two girls.  Before the war, he worked as an insurance clerk. 

 

George Baker (W) 

Private, 4th Battalion, Royal Fusiliers, missing, killed in action, 23rd August 1914.  Commemorated on the La 

Ferte-sous-Jouarre Memorial, Seine-et Marne. 

Before the war he worked as an attendant at the Colney Hatch Asylum.  An Army reservist, he was recalled on the 

outbreak of war and in France by 13th August. He died on the first day of the Battle of Mons, the first substantial 

engagement of the British Expeditionary Force. 

 

Thomas Beavis (W) 

Private, 6th Battalion, Duke of Cornwallôs Light Infantry, killed in action 18th  August 1916, aged 20, buried 

Delville Wood Cemetery Longueval, France. 

Thomas was the son of Thomas, a railway clerk, and Rose Beavis.  He was born in1896 in Southgate and baptised 

in St Michael-at-Bowes, Southgate.  He had older stepbrother and sister from his motherôs previous marriage, and 

a younger sister.  His father died in 1910.  In 1911, he was living at 7, Glenthorne Road, Friern Barnet, with his 

widowed mother and the other children, and was working as a boy railway clerk.  His mother married again, to 

Henry Scott, in 1912. 

He died on the Somme battlefield.  The Friern Barnet parish magazine of October 1916 reports that ñTom Beavis 

was killed in action on August 18th while his company was advancing to the assault.ò 

 

Leo Bell (W) 

Not identified 

 

William Henry Pope Bennett (W) 

Captain, 13th Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment, MC, killed in action at the Somme, France, 3rd March 1918, 

commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial, the Somme. 

William was born at St Column, Cornwall, 16th July 1896, son of Samuel and Nannie, who were both Cornish.  

Samuel worked in the drapery trade.  William had an older sister, also born in Cornwall.  By the time he was 4 

years old, the family had moved to Friern Barnet and were living at 32 Bethune Road, where his brother was born.  

William continued his education in the West Country as a boarder at Devon County School, West Buckland.  

Before the war, the family had moved to 6 Hemington Avenue. 

He was awarded the Military Cross in 1917 when a 2nd Lieutenant. 

 

Percy Douglas Bennett (W) 

Corporal, Border Regiment (formerly of Royal Field Artillery), killed in action 31st July 1917, buried in Duhallow 

Advanced Dressing Station Cemetery, near Ypres, Belgium. 

Percy was born in 1890 at Stoke Newington, son of Henry, a clerk, and Blanche Bennett, the third of their six 

children.  His mother died in 1899.  He was educated in Hertford, as a boarder at Bayley Hall Grammar School.  

Before the war, he worked as an estate agentôs clerk.  On the 21st February 1914 he was married in St Jamesôs 

Church, Friern Barnet, to Georgina Ethel Cleare, of 40 Beaconsfield Road.  The couple made their home in Friern 

Barnet.  They had two children.  The younger, named after his father, was born 7th July 1917, just over three weeks 

before his fatherôs death. 

 

Frank Bigwood (W) 

Private, 19th Battalion Lancashire Fusiliers (formerly of the Royal Engineers), killed in action 13th October 1918, 

buried Haspres Coppice Cemetery, near Cambrai.  (Haspres village was taken after severe fighting on the 20th 

October.  Fifty of his battalion are buried there.) 

Frank was born in 1882 in Bristol, youngest child of Joseph, a carpenter, and Elizabeth Bigwood.  He had a sister 

and three brothers.  He followed his father as a carpenter and, in 1911, was still living in Bristol. 

I cannot find a connection with Friern Barnet. 
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Ronald Jamieson Blake (I) 

Private, 17th Battalion, Royal Scots, missing near Ypres 24th October 1917 (3rd Battle of Ypres), his name is on the 

Tyne Cot Memorial, Belgium, which commemorates the missing of the battles of the Ypres Salient. 

Ronald was born 26th April 1895, the son of Andrew Jamieson and Mabel Blake of High Road, Whetstone.  He 

was baptised at St John the Baptist, Finsbury Park in June.  He had a younger sister and brother.  Around 1900, the 

family moved to Yarrow Dene, Oakleigh Park North.  Ronaldôs occupation in 1914 was given as ñmanufacturerò, 

which was also that of his father. 

In October 1914, Ronald enlisted in the Lothians and Border Horse, a Territorial regiment.  In November 1916 he 

was posted to an Officer Cadet battalion, to a reserve regiment of Royal Dragoons in April 1917 and to the Royal 

Scots in September of that year. 

 

William Bourne  (G) 

Corporal, Royal Army Pay Corps (formerly of Middlesex Regiment), died 16th August 1918, home theatre. 

Willliam was born in1885 in Pimlico, son of William and Rebecca Clara Bourne.  Soon after Williamôs birth, the 

family moved to 36 Holly Park Road, Friern Barnet.  He had a younger brother, Fred, who died in 1894, aged 8.  

His mother died in 1907.  William senior worked for the Post Office, becoming head manager of the postal 

department.  In December 1910, William junior was married at St Michael and All Angels, Brunswick Park, to 

Ada Fuller, of New Southgate.  Their home was first at 6 Park View Crescent, New Southgate; by the time of 

Williamôs death they had moved to 26 Bellevue Road.  Before the war he was publisher of a weekly newspaper. 

 

Percy Douglas Briggs (W) 

Percy Douglas Briggs was born in Friern Barnet in 1901, youngest of the three children, two sons and a daughter, 

of Arthur and Mary Briggs.   The family lived at 6 Beaconsfield Road.  Arthur, a leather dealer, died in December 

1914 at the age of 52, and is buried in Friern Barnet churchyard.. 

The Friern Barnet parish magazine of May 1918 reported the ñdeath of Douglas Briggs at seaò.  I cannot find any 

further information concerning the circumstances of his death at an age of less than 17 years. 

 

Herbert I Broadhouse (W) 

Private, 7th Battalion, The Queenôs (Royal West Surrey) Regiment, killed in action on the Somme battlefield, 28th 

September 1916, aged 30, and commemorated on the Thiepval Memorial. 

Herbert was born in 1885 in Hadley, youngest child of John and Louisa Broadhouse.  He had four sisters and three 

brothers.  His father was editor of the ñOrganistò magazine.  By 1891, the family had moved to Ballardôs Lane, 

Finchley.  Before the war Herbert worked as an insurance clerk. 

He enlisted 24th November 1915.  He married, 7th May 1916, Ethel Whittle, at the registry office in Milton, Kent.  

Their home was at 5 Glenthorne Road, Friern Barnet.  He embarked for France 5th August 1916 and was killed the 

following month.  His daughter Phyllis was born 14th November 1916. A pension of 18s 9d per week was awarded 

for widow and child. 

 

Harry Brown  (G) 

Private, 15th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment, Prince of Wales Own Civil Service Rifles, died 24th 

February 1915, home theatre, aged 21. 

Harry was born in 1894, youngest of the four children (two girls, two boys) of George and Alice Brown.  All the 

children were born in Whetstone.  In 1911, the family was living at Ivanhoe, 20 Totteridge Lane, Whetstone 

(together with the husband of the eldest daughter and their baby).  George was an engineer, Harry a warehouse 

clerk. 

Harry was buried in Friern Barnet churchyard, 27th February 1915.  His name is on the All Saints, Friern Barnet, 

war memorial. 

 

Frank W Buttifant  (W) 

Rifleman, 5th Battalion, London Regiment (Artistsô Rifles), killed in action 24th March 1918, aged 19, 

commemorated on the Arras Memorial. 

Frank was born in Tottenham 2nd December 1898, the second child of Frank, an insurance agent, and Minnie 

Buttifant.   He had three sisters.  In 1911, the family was living in Peckam Rye, but by the war had moved to St 

Denys, Hartland Rd, Friern Barnet 

 

Travis Percival Bussell (W) 

Rifleman, 16th (County of London) Battalion, London Regiment (Queenôs Westminster Rifles), killed in action 

14th April 1917, aged 19, commemorated on the Arras Memorial. 

Travis was born in 1897, the son of Albert and Ellen Bussell.  Both his parents were schoolteachers.  At the time 

of his birth they were living in the School House of the village of Stonall, Staffordshire.  He had an older and a 

younger sister.  By 1913 the family had moved to Churchfield Avenue, North Finchley, and Travis was educated 
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at Christ College, Finchley.  Ellen died in 1913.  By the time of the war, the family had moved to Park View, 

Torrington Park, Friern Barnet. 

 

Lionel Bertram Champ (G) 

Sapper, Royal Engineers, died 8th March 1919, age 33, service in United Kingdom. 

Lionel was born 1885 in Finsbury, sixth of the seven children of Charles and Sarah Champ.  He had five sisters 

and one brother.  He was baptised in St Clementôs, City Road, Islington.  His father was a compositor; Lionel 

followed him into the printing trade.  In 1911 he was living in Mildmay Park, Islington, as a boarder with Mrs 

Frances Wilmot, whose youngest daughter was Lilian, a pupil teacher.  Lionel and Lilian were married, 4th January 

1919, in St Judeôs, Mildmay Grove, Islington.  They lived at Lyndhurst, Ashurst Road, Friern Barnet.   He died 

two months after the wedding and was buried 14th March 1919 in Friern Barnet Churchyard. 

 

Arthur Clark  (W) 

Lance corporal, 1st Battalion, Grenadier Guards, died 2nd November 1918, aged 33, buried in Awoingt British 

Cemetery in France, near Cambrai.  Awoingt village was captured 9th October 1918, and three casualty clearing 

stations were established in the neighbourhood. 

Arthur was born in 1885 in Reading, fifth of the seven children (five boys, two girls) of Caleb and Charlotte Clark.  

Before the war he worked at Colney Hatch Asylum as a boiler stoker.  He and his wife Sarah lived at 11 Bellevue 

Road, Friern Barnet.  He had been serving in France for four years before his death in the last month of the war. 

 

Alfred William Coleman  (W,G) 

Private, 3rd Battalion, East Kent Regiment (The Buffs), died 11th September 1916, aged 29. 

Alfred was born in 1887, second child of Alfred and Rosaline Coleman.  He had two sisters.  The parents came 

from Norfolk, but, by the 1880ôs, were living at 9 Lee Road, New Southgate, where all the children were born.  

(Lee Road no longer exists; it was a turning off Station Road, near the gas works.)  Alfred senior was a coachman 

and then became a house painter.  Alfred junior worked as assistant in a butcherôs shop.  He was married to Violet 

in September 1911 in Barnet Register Office.  They lived at 106 Holly Park Road, Friern Barnet.  They had two 

children. 

Alfred enlisted in October 1915. By September 1916 he was seriously ill with typhoid, from which he died in the 

Military Hospital, Edmonton.  He was buried in Friern Barnet churchyard 15th September 1916.  Violet received a 

pension of £1 2s 6d per week for herself and the children.  In 1921 she remarried, to Charles Hunt. 

 

Ronald Felix Collins (W) 

Flight Sub-lieutenant, 10th Squadron, Royal Naval Air Service, died 28th April 1917, aged 21, buried Adinkerke 

Churchyard, Belgium. 

Ronald was born in Crouch End, Hornsey, younger son of Arthur and Beatrice Collins.  By 1911 the family had 

moved to Cheriton, Friern Barnet Lane.  Ronaldôs father was a house buildersô contractor, and, at the age of 15, 

Ronald was working as a motor engineer.  By November 1914 he was already serving in France.  10th  Squadron 

was formed in France in February 1917 in an expansion programme of the RNAS to assist the RFC. 

 

Walter Joseph Coltman (I) 

2nd Lieutenant, 6th (City of London) Battalion, London Regiment, died of wounds received on battlefield 2nd 

June1917, aged 21. 

Walter was born in Barnet in 1896, son of Arthur and Annie Coltman.  He had an older brother and younger sister.  

At one time the family lived in Islington, moved to Barnet and then to Beaumont, 104 Holden Road, Woodside 

Park. 

He embarked for France in March 1915 as a private and was later commissioned. 

 

George Albert  Cooper (G) 

Gunner, Royal Field Artillery, óAô Reserve Brigade. 

George was born in High Barnet in 1901, son of Charles, a bricklayer, and Harriet Cooper.  He had an older 

brother, Charley, also born in High Barnet, and four younger sisters, Daisy, May, Florrie and Edith, all born in 

Whetstone.  By 1911, the family had moved to 2 Oakleigh Mews, Oakleigh Road, Whetstone.  Before the war, 

George was working as a labourer. 

He died of influenza 27th August 1919, aged 18, in Brook War Hospital, Kidbrooke, and was buried 1st September 

1919 in Friern Barnet Churchyard. 

 

Arthur John Henry Cornell  (W) 

Rifleman, 5th Battalion, London Regiment (London Rifle Brigade), killed in action 10th September 1916, buried in 

Delville Wood Cemetery, Longueval, on the Somme. 

Arthur was born 21st March 1893 in Friern Barnet, second child of Thomas and Sarah Cornell.  He had two sisters.  




