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FARES PLEASE! and waiting for the coach's arrival
On Sunday 5 August, at 3.10pm and we were told by the coachman

a stage-coach arrived at The Griffin that horses were routinely changed
on its137km journey from Market in around 90 seconds! The journey
Harborough to Smithfield. The from Leicestershire to London

coach was retracing the old route would have involved 27 changes,
down the Great North Road and it which would account for the journey
was supported by a team of horse time of approximately 10 hours
boxes that enabled changes of (today it takes around 1hour 40mins).
horses to be made along the way. The replica stage-coach achieved

In days gone by, each inn would a more leisurely pace, having set
have had its own horses ready out at 10pm on Friday 3 August.

Two passengers and a crew of five armve at The Gniffin.
The coach could seat four inside and 10 on the roof.
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THE SIKH TEMPLE

by Colin Barratt

In the centre of New Southgate, on
what remains of the once busy High
Road, a tall steeple still rises above
the surrounding estates, obviously
part of a church building, which, to
the casual passer by, might still be
taken for one. However, this former
Methodist Church building, which
opened in 1899, was closed in the
mid 1970s and sold to the Sikhs to
be transformed into a temple and
community centre.

As a former member of this church,
| arranged for the Committee to be
given a tour of the premises, so that
we could discover how it had been
adapted, and also learn something
of the Sikh customs and religion.

On arrival we were welcomed, and,
after removing our shoes, those
without head covering were given a
scarf to wear. We were taken into
the worship area (Gudwara), which
had no seating, just carpet covered
with protective sheeting, and little
decoration. Our visit coincided

with the start of a festival, which is
always preceded by the complete
reading of the holy book of hymns
and poems (Guru Granth Sahib).
This was in progress, continuing
non-stop with a rota of readers for
about 48 hours. We sat as our guide
quietly explained the practises, and
we were given a sweet paste (Karah
Parshad) to eat, which is distributed
to all at the end of Sikh services.

The front of the former church, where
the pulpit and communion table had
once been, was still used as the

focal point of worship. This consisted
of the holy book placed on a quilt and
cushion, under a canopy, and fronted
by a box for voluntary donations.
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| had brought with me a number of
photos | took inside of the church
before it closed, to help us compare
it with the present arrangement. As
with many Methodist churches of
that period, it had been built with a
balcony at the back, for extra seating
capacity. This had been converted
to an extra room decades ago, and

it was interesting to see that this was
almost unchanged from how | had
remembered it.

Sadly, the building had been left
empty for several years before the
Sikhs took it over in 1978, and in this
time it suffered from vandalism and
arson. Many of the windows had
been broken, including a beautiful
stained glass one behind the pulpit.
Fortunately, | have a photo of this.

We were taken into the main hall, so
that we could talk to our host, Mr
Sital Singh Maan, more easily. The
hall had been substantially rebuilt,
due to a major fire when the building
remained derelict. A huge kitchen
(langar) had been added to the hall,
as the preparation and sharing of
food is an important part of Sikh life.
We were able to ask about Sikhism
and its history and practices, which
we have recorded on tape.

We were given a tour of the various
smaller rooms, and an impressive
brand new hall, which had once been
part of the adjacent engineering
works; all maintenance and building
work is funded and done by the
members themselves. We were
then invited to stay for a meal of
traditional Sikh food, which
completed an interesting visit to a
different culture in our district; one
which does not keep itself shut away,
but actively tries to develop links with,
and support for, the local community.



BACK TO THE FIFTIES
At 8.20pm on Friday 22 September, 1955 the very first commercial appeared
on British television screens. It featured a tube of Gibbs SR toothpaste encased
in block of ice, with the slogan "tingling fresh SR". Alas, some local firms were
producing slightly less exciting ads around this time, as you can see below and
on the next page. Incidentally, note the "as advertised on T.V." line in the 1958
ad from George Grose; this was a common phrase at the time and was supp-
osed to reassure readers of the quality and standing of the product. It is also
worth pointing out the name of John Slater in the film The Devil's Pass; John
started his acting career at The Intimate Theatre in Palmers Green. And in
those days, you would see a B picture as well as the main feature for your 1/9d!

GEORGE GROSE

LIMITED

LAMBRETTA SCOOTERS

., as advertised on T.V,

FINCHLEY ODEON
HILLSIDE 1698

This Pri, and Sat. — Last two doys
DESIAE UNDER THE ELMS X

MON., 19th MAY 6 DAYS '
ndradey. and Saturday 100 M FuLe mamce v sTock wow

CLARK OABLE DORIS DAY FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY
Tuc"ER’s PET LD. 2%cc £149.17.6
vur?vnm o LDB, #150cc. £I6; :(S, (2]
Lot '
Qig Youny . Mamie Van Deren LDA. Self Str. 150c.c. £189.10.
5.00 8.45 (also 1.90 Thurs, & Sat.) T.V. 7S cc, £209.17.6
PME O Choice of Colours
% Choice
"E‘E. qu.E.m.aoon * Part Exchanges Welcome

740 (alo 330 Thurs, & bu' * Terms to suit you

% Insurance Arranged
* Froe Delivery & Tuition

FINCHLEY GAUMONT

HILLSIDE 3377

This Fri. and Sat. — Laat two days
NO

TIME TO DI ’ FINEST AFTER SALES SERVICE AND
SUN. 18th MAY 7 DAVE ' SPARES FACILITIES

Doors O 5. Bund 13
e oz 832/4, HIGH ROAD, N. FINCHLEY, N.12
ROBERT lTAcK
Telephone : Hillside 2149
The Glrt of Love | Open 8,30 am, 6 p.m. daily Thursdays 1 p.m.
l.n r-'-nu( lour 1) Cisemaicope

200 Bun. 845 B4

showdown at Boot Hill

HNegalyoope o
siarring

Cuanies BROKSON
Rosexr HuttoN (,mou Mariews
05 9

EXPRESS MOTORS

SUN., 18th MAY 7 DAYS (HOLMES) LTD.

Docrs Opon 1,35 Sunday 4.13

Ao Lavan Your VAUXHALL

Seven Hills of Rome

DISTRIBUTORS

Renato Rlxcc .'al s Allnato
Peggle Onstle
250 530 &N Bun. 3% 830

THE DEVIL'S PASS For Sales * Service - Spares

starring )

JOHN SLATER
145 440 740 Sun, 430 110

T T K PINKHAM WAY £ 45/47 FRIERN BARKET RD.
NEW SOUTHGATE, N.11

Telephone : ENTerprise 5821  Private Ex.
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Too many carpets?

Yes. we must plead guilty to
having confused some customers by
showing them too great a variety!

The range of patterns now avail-
able is so immense that almost any
requirement can be met from the
samples we hold. Beyond these we
can, and often do. produce special
samples when our customers want
something really unusual.

To secure the utmost help from
our salesmen please come armed
with the approximate size of the
room you want covered. We can
probably show you a carpet woven
wide enough to do it without a seam.
We will, of course, send to take a
plan and give you an estimate
including the latest * Smoothedge "
tackless finish.

Our carpet department worthily
upholds our slogan—"you cannot do
better : why go further?™

HARRIS

Furniture and Furnishings

LEONARD HARRIS LID
8.12 Woodhouse Road, North Finchley, N.12
*Phone HILLSIDE 2277 (3 lines)

JOHN DALE LTD.

require

INSPECTORS female _

Interesting and prograssive work, Good conditions and pay.

Male Cost Clerk

{Standerd Costing)

Junior Secretary
for Production Manager

Clerk Typist
for Export Department
Copy Typist

for Production Control Dept.

APPLY —PERSONNEL DEPARTMENT

Brunswick Park Road, New Southgate, N.II

Telephone : ENTerprise 1272° 1

J A
CABLE
& CO. LTD.
for ail Building & Decorating Materials

Paints, Distempers, Wallpapers, Oils and Colours,
Plumbers Brasswork, Tubes and Firungs, Rain
Water Goods, [ronmongery, Tools, Sanitary
Fiunents, Sand, Cement and Ballast, Fire Bricks.

TILED SURROUNDS from £7-7-0

213 WOODHOUSE ROAD, N.1z

4 and 5 HALLIWICK COURT PARADE
WOODHOUSE ROAD, N.iz

Tel: ENT 3366

od
:
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:
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Your Finest Local Guide
for Reliable Footwear.

Golden Boot  Stores

Propr.,, W. GROUT
€15 gears Manager for Messrs, Lilley & Skinner, L0d.)

Large variety of seasonable goods
always in stock at popular prices.

. Agents for all best brands. .

K7

Special Ladies’

Department : & Hosiery
for S — a
i,
Repairs. \\ Speciality.

7R

Look for this sign and pay us

a visit when in our district.
11, GRAND PARADE,
FRIERN BARNET

(Phene : Finchley 2653). ALSO AT
114, HIGH ROAD,
NEW SOUTHGATE

(Phone: Palmers Green 1251.)
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"FRIERN PARK" LATEST

Following the opening of "Friern Park",

Barnet Council wrote to residents
living near the former Hospital with a
list of possible names for the park.
The following names had been
suggested by Friern Village Residents
Association, Princess Park Manor
Residents Association, Holly Park
School and the Council themselves:
Colney Hatch Park, Friem Village
Gardens, Friemn Village Park, Holly
Bush Park, Holly Green, Princess
Gardens, Princess Park Gardens,
and Sparrows Acres.
As can be seen, the only name that
truly reflects the history of the site is
Colney Hatch Park.

The Council have also erected a

sign outside the gates which says:
"The first phase of the Park is now
open to the public. To help in naming
the park please telephone 020 8358
4435 for details." If you have any
ideas, give them a call.

NORTH CIRCULAR ROAD

In the last issue we ran a photograph
of the gasholder at New Southgate
and promised to let you know if this
was going to be demolished to make
way for a widened North Circular
Road. In July, Ken Livingstone, the
Mayor of London, announced that he
was not going to allow any further
widening of the North Circular,
preferring instead to consider other
methods of relieving traffic
congestion. The aim is to encourage
increased use of public transport,
although anyone who uses the North
Circular will know that a considerable
proportion of the traffic consists of
heavy lorries and other commercial
vehicles. During periods of intense
congestion, some of these vehicles
take a detour through Friern Barnet
and it looks as though we are faced
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with this increased traffic for the
foreseeable future.

Lormes on the NCR

This is the second time that road
improvements between Pinkham
Way and Green Lanes have been
rejected. In 1985, the Department
of Transport, as it then was,
produced three different plans,
costing £62.3m, £69.3m and
£71.6m. An exhibition was held at
Arnos School and the public were
invited to give their views, all to no
avail. Interestingly, the reasons then
given for the planned improvements
were: to reduce delays and relieve
traffic congestion, improve the local
environment, to help local school-
children, pedestrians and cyclists
and to improve safety. Of course,
all of these still apply today!



SHOPS SURVEY

by David Berguer

Ollie Natelson started to record the
shops in his patch of Friern Barnet
several years ago and this even
included details of the street furniture
(lamp posts, manhole covers, trees,
road signs etc) outside each property.
In recent weeks Ollie, Mary Taylor
Janet Liversidge and myself have
been tramping the streets armed with
a clipboard and we now have an up to
date record of all the shops in Friemn
Barnet Road, Woodhouse Road,
Colney Hatch Lane, High Road
Whetstone, Oakleigh Road North
and Oakleigh Road South. We have
still to do High Road North Finchley
and some of the smaller roads and
then our survey will be complete for
this year. Having established this
benchmark, we will then update the
information every year.

But this is only part of the operation -
we have also been delving into the
past, using sources such as Kelly's
Directory and the Southgate Directory
so that eventually we will have a
complete history of each shop. We
have gone back as far as 1950 and
we also have data for 1960, 1970
and 1980 as well, so we have a
snapshot picture every 10 years.

We hope to be able to fill in the gaps
and then go back into the first half of
the last century and then back as

far as the 1890s. One problem we
will face however is that, as areas
were developed, so extensive
renumbering of properties took place.
Despite this, we will still be able to
see the changes in the patterns of
retailing. For example, in 1950

there were 12 fruit & veg shops in
the area (in those days they were
called either greengrocers or
fruiterers); today there is only one.
There used to be 8 butchers but
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today you will find only 2. There
used to be 25 grocers in the area:
nowadays none are to be found

anywhere.

Of course nowadays we have new
kinds of shops that would have been
inconceivable 50 years ago - mobile
phones, instant print, video hire,
hamburgers and exotic ethnic
restaurants to name but a few.

But facts and figures are all very
well; people's memories are what
really bring the past to life. What was
it like to shop at a drapers? What
did a dairy sell? Why were there
separate confectioners, tobacconists
and newsagents shops? If you can
answer these questions, we would
like to hear from you. We started
this process at our "Shopping As It
Used To Be" Meeting when we

had many reminiscences from you
and several of you have returned
the green Report Forms. Please
keep those memories coming and
please let us know of any changes
to local shops so that we can record
them before they disappear. Just to
illustrate how things are changing,
on the following page are some of
the things that we have recorded
recently in the Friern Barnet area.

It is not inconceivable that in a
hundred years time there will be no
shops as we know them. After all
why would anyone bother to go out
in the rain to buy a tin of beans when
it can be ordered on the internet. and
delivered to their door? It's starting
to happen already at Tesco's, who
already have the largest internet
shopping web-site in the world. If
and when this happens, imagine how
valuable our work will have been in
giving a picture of what things were
like in the old days.



CLOSED FOR BUSINESS

“Changing Rooms |

BUYERS & SELLERS OF ALL ANTIQUES & SECOND-HAND 3
0181 361 6767 & 07970 416 388

[r—

20 Friem Bamnet Road

uefEmporium

7 Halliwick Court

GONE TO POTTERS BAR PRESTON TRAVEL GOES

WE ARE RELOCATING
TO POTTERS BAR
AS OF 1 SEPT 2001

s B SN Tel: 01707 607 700

MARKET MOVED

MARKET

MMOVES To

LoOGE LANE

(b‘“"‘") ICEL

1294 High Road Whetstone



WHAT'S IN A NAME?

by David Berguer

Ollie Natelson has a copy of the Southgate Directory for 1950/51, which
fortunately includes most of the roads in Friern Barnet and New Southgate,
and which lists the name of the head of household for each property. The
publishers of the directory claimed that their representatives had tried to talk
to someone at every house to elicit this information and, where this was not
possible, they had used the names on the electoral register. Although the
idea of someone visiting every house in Southgate and Friern Barnet seems
a little far fetched, it is worth remembering that this was 1950, when more
women would have been at home during the day and when people were not
suspicious of a stranger calling at their house. Nowadays, of course, the
task would be an almost impossible one.

Whilst | was idling my way through the book, it gradually dawned on me

that a lot of Christian names were from another era. There were no Shanes,
Waynes or Elvises and definitely no Sharons or Traceys, because the head
of household would have had to have been born in the late 1890s through to
the early 1930s. | decided to sample the names from 20 streets in Friern
Barnet (about 10% of the total), which resulted in 1400 men's names and 338
women's names. The 20 most popular names are shown below:

Number Number

of people of people

William 125 Florence 16
John 87 Ethel 14
Frederick 66 Elizabeth 12
George 65 Mary 1
Charles 65 Dorothy 9
Henry 61 Annie 8
Arthur 53 Edith 8
Edward 52 Alice 7
Albert 47 Ellen T
Ernest 46 Gladys 7
James 45 Jessie g
Thomas 39 Lillian 7
Herbert 35 Catherine 6
Frank 32 Margaret 6
Alfred 29 Rosa/Rose 6
Robert 28 Beatrice 5
Walter 27 Gertrude 5
Harold 26 Doris 4
Leonard 23 Minnie 4
Leslie 20 May 4
971 153

As you can see, king's names were very popular amongst the men (11 out of
the 20) and some of the women's names are very dated indeed (how many of
today's parents would name their daughter Gertude or Florence?)

Page8






